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VI.— VOWEL-LENGTH IN OLD ENGLISH. 

In Wiilcker's edition of Grein's Bibliothek der Angelsachsischen 
Poesie, I 393-400, there is a list of words containing accented 
vowels. The pieces reprinted from the Exeter Book are not 
included in this survey, but the accents in Beowulf, and certain 
other important texts, are accurately set down. These texts are 
Waldere (W.), Beowulf (B.), Spells (Sp.), Gnomic Verses (Gn.), 
Byrhtnoth (By.), Brunanburh (Brun.), Edmund (Edm.), Edgar 
(two obituaries, represented by Edg. 1 and Edg. 2 ), Alfred's Death 
(Alf.), and Edward (Edw.), the last five being taken from the 
Old English Chronicle. In the summary given below, the paren- 
thetical A, B, C and D represent the MSS as classed by Wulcker. 
The basis of my grouping is the lists of concurrent accentuation 
in my former paper on this subject (A. J. P. VI 298), followed by 
instances of more sporadic occurrence arranged as in that article. 

Of the words accented alike in Orosius, Lives of the Saints, and 
Guthlac, the following examples are found : 

ar B. 336, 1 168; Sp. I 36, VIII 20; Brun. 73 (B). dasl Sp. I 
8. dom W. 10; B. 1491, 2376, 2820, 2858. ea Gn. 30; By. 63; 
Edm. 4 (A, B, C). lif B. 2743, 2751 ; Edg. 2 9 (A, B, C), 4 (C). 
man B. 2514. sse B. 507, 564, 579, 690, 895, 1149, 1223, 1882, 
1896, 1924. 

god B. 1562, 1870, 2342, 2586; Gn. 50; By. 315; Edw. 23 
(A, B). an B. 449, 2280 (cf. 2210) ; Gn. 19; Brun. 46 (B). 

com B. 2103, 2944 ; Brun. 37 (A, B) ; Edw. 18, 22 (A), 25 (B). 
don B. 1 1 16, 2090; gedon (pp.) Sp. I 2. gan B. 386. .het Alf. 
16 (B). let Edg. 2 3 (A), slog- Brun. 4 (A), stod B. 759, 2679, 
2769. swac B. 2584, 2681. 

a Gn. 54; Edw. 15 (A, B). aer W. 31 ; B. 1187, 1371, 1388, 
1587; Gn. 12, 56; By. 290; Edg. 2 6, 13 (A, B, C) ; Edw. 16 
(A, B). flair Brun. 32, 37 (B). ut B. 33 ; Brun. 35 (A, B). 

a- B. 775, 1390 ; Edg.' 16 (A, B, C) ; Edg. 2 24 (C). 

swa Edm. 3 (B). up Sp. I 28; Brun. 13 (C, D), 70 (D). 

un- Brun. 31 (B, D) ; Edg. 2 n (C). 

Of the accented words common to Or. and LS. : 

ad B. 3010, 3138. ban B. 780, 1445, 3147. fyr B. 2689, 2701. 
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ham B. 1407, Brun. 10 (A, C) ; Edm. 7 (A, D). raed B. 1201. 
wif Sp. I 63. 

ds Brun. 68 (B). hi Gn. 45 ; Edm. 11 (B) ; Alf. 8, 14 (A). 

fif Edm. 5 (A). 

bad B. 264, 301, 1313, 1720, 2258, 2302, 2568, 2736, 31 16. 

draf Alf. 7 (A), wat B. 1331. 

eac Brun. 2, 37 (A, C, D) ; 19, 30 (C. D). U Brun. 57 (B) ; 
Edg. 1 10 (B) ; Edg. 2 16, 24 (A, B); Alf. 6 (A). 

to Brun. 17 (B) ; Edg. 1 13 (C) ; Edg. 2 11 (C). 

on Brun. 35 (B); 29, 36, 41, 43, 49, 51, 54, 65, 66 (C) ; Edm. 
10 (C) ; Edg. 2 21 (C). 

Of the accented words common to LS. and Gu. : 
had B. 1297. hlaf Sp. I 71. lac B. 1863. lar Sp. VIII 32. 
m&d B. 1 167; Brun. 56 (A); Edg. 2 21 (A, B). rice Edg. 2 11 
(A, B). tid Brun. 14 (A, C, D); Edg. 1 12 (A, B) ; Edw. 8 (A, 

B), 31 (A). 
-lie B. 2109. 

gewat B. 123, 210, 1274 ; Brun. 35 (A, B) ; Edg. 2 8, 14 (A, B, C). 
dffig Edg. 1 8 (C). 

Of the accented words common to Or. and Gu. : 
dad Edm. 3(A); Alf. 11 (B). 

Of accented words found only in Or. : 

bot Sp. I 1. gemot Brun. 50 (A), wis B. 2716; Edg. 2 33 
(A, B), 27 (C). for B. 2308. 

Of accented words found only in LS. : 

Mod B. 1121. bee Brun. 68 (A, B, C, D). hwil B. 2002. laf W. 
18(B); B. 2631,3076; Brun.6(A); Edg. 1 13 (A), 54 (A, D), 46(D). 
rim Brun. 31 (A, B) ; Edg. 1 n (A) ; Edg. 2 7 (A, B, C). stan B. 
2553. wig Brun. 20 (C). win B. 1233. wop B. 128. ]>y Brun. 46 
(B). fus B. 1966, 3025, 31 19. hal B. 300. braec Edg. 2 23 (A, B). 
briic- B. 1 177 ; Brun. 63 (A), draf Alf. 7 (B). hat B. 386. mot 
B. 603, Sp. VIII 38. rad B. 1883, 2898. saet Alf. 3 (A), scan 
B. 1965. her Alf. 1 (A), to- Edg. 2 18, 23(C). lof Edg. 2 17 (C). 
Sab Brun. 68 (B). St§ (rel.) Alf. 15 (A). 

Of accented words found only in Gu. : 

hjelo Edw. 8 (B). sar B. 975, 2468. mare Sp. V 5 (B). mare 
Brun. 65 (A), rtm Gn. 37. wid B. 2346 ; Edg. 2 17 (A), 31, 34 
(A, B). age Sp. V 1 (C). forS Brun. 20 (C). 

The remaining words may be classified in the usual way. 
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I. — Original Length. 

Nouns. 
seses Brun. 63 (B). bat B. 211. beaman Sp. I 8. com£ta 
Edg. 3 32 (A, B, C). faes B. 2230. flod Brun. 36 (A), frean Edg.' 
15 (A, B). gad B. 660. gar B. 537, 2155, 2641 ; Gn. 22 ; Brun. 
50 (A, D). hleo Edm. 12 (A, C). hra Brun. 60 (B). hrusan Edg. 2 
35 (A, B). lie B. 2080. mael Sp. I 19. padan Brun. 61 (A). 
rec B. 3144. runwita B. 1325. sapan Sp. I 47. stor Sp. I 46. 
swat B. 2558. tir Gn. 32; Brun. 3 (A, B, C) ; Edg. 2 13 (A, B). 
peoden Edm. 1 (B). fdsend Edg. 1 16 (B). wic B. 821, 1275, 2607. 

Pronouns. 
synum Edw. 8 (B). 

Adjectives. 

brun B. 1546. fane B. 2655. froda Brun. 37 (A), har B. 357, 
!3°7> 2 557 ; Brun. 39 (A, B, C). hwit Brun. 63 (A), rof B. 2084, 
3063. scir B. 1895. swifran Sp. Ill 1. wace Edm. 3 (A, B). 

Verbs. 
ga B. 1394. gebaded Brun. 33 (A); Edm. 9 (A), agaelde 
Edw. 33 (B). onlut Sp. I 23. nat B. 681. sah Brun. 17 (B). 
swaf B. 2559. gewac B. 2577. 

II. — Secondary Lengthening. 

Nouns. 

bordweall Brun. 5 (A), gebyrd Edg. 1 12 (A, B). cnear Brun. 

35 (D). ear Brun. 26 (D). 6cgum Brun. 4, 68 (C). flot Brun. 

35 (B), 32 (D). haeleSa Edw. 8 (B). hord Brun. 10 (A), rinc- 

Brun. 39(D). secgas Brun. 13 (C). sice (!) Sp. VIII 2. tyrf Sp. 

I 4. 

Adjectives. 
hwate Brun. 73 (B). 

Verbs. 

geneYode Brun. 36 (B). forfte Brun. 39 (A). 

There are, besides, the proper nouns Constantinus Brun. 38 (A) 
and Dor Edm. 3 (A), and the irregularly accented words hafoc 
Brun. 64 (C), heafoc Brun. 64 (D), and gita Brun. 66 (D). 

The numerous instances of secondary lengthening in the 
Chronicle, and especially in the Battle of Brunanburh, are worthy 
of special remark. 

Albert S. Cook. 

28 November, 1885. 



